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Brett colours explained

Block paving is a manmade product and is available in two 
generic types as follows:

SINGLE COLOURS
These are the easiest to get to grips with. Each single colour product uses 
a single pigment to colour the concrete it’s made from, or, in the case of 
‘Natural’, no pigment at all which means it can vary the most in terms of 
colour depending upon the aggregates used in its 
manufacture.

The single colour products available from Brett Landscaping are 
Natural, Charcoal, Buff and Red.

NATURAL
It is far more difficult to be exact when it comes to 
defining colours within any naturally occurring 
material because there are so many interacting 
elements in the multi-million year process by which the 
material is formed.

Broadly speaking there are three types of natural 
stone:
1. Sedimentary rocks including Sandstone and 
Limestone.
2. Igneous rocks such as Granite.
3. Metamorphic rocks such as Slate.

Igneous rocks tend to be very dense and uniform in 
appearance, making them ideal for applications where 
consistency is essential – for example to complement 
sharp modern designs.

In contrast, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks have 
far more colour variations in both colour and texture; 
for instance, naturally occurring Iron Oxides which 
generally provide the red/brown colours found in a 
natural sedimentary stone product such as Sandstone.

These minerals can create veins which run through a 
rock and create amazing patterns. This can be 
further enhanced by fossil deposits – as frequently 
seen within Fossil Mint – which add further interest to 
an area paved with natural stone. These variations are 
not faults in the product but naturally occurring 
phenomena which give long lasting beauty to natural 
stone paving – a beauty that generally improves over 
time as the stone weathers in to its surroundings. 

Across the range of Brett Natural Stone paving the 
other factor which can impact upon colour is the effect 
of processing; for example looking at the Modak within 
our Polished and Riven Sandstone ranges the 
appearance is dramatically changed between a polished 
stone and a textured stone.These variations can be 
used to create amazing designs where the differences 
can be used to provide dramatic highlights and 
contrasts within a paved area.

MULTI-COLOURS
Any other colour from the Brett Landscaping concrete paving range will 
be a multi-coloured product, these all use more than one pigment within 
the manufacturing process to get the ideal colour mix. Some of our 
products, for example Aura, also have a sparkle in the aggregate to 
complement the colour blending.

These colours go randomly into multi-colours; for example, the ever 
popular Brindle is a mixture of red and charcoal pigments as shown 
below. If we look more closely, we can see that the result of the 
manufacturing process is blocks that vary from one end of the spectrum 
through to the other. Here we can clearly see four distinct colour mixes.
Typically, each pack will include a random selection of these colour mixes. 
Packs can visually look quite different when they arrive on site, but once 
mixed together, the result is a naturally good looking, multi-coloured 
driveway. Because of these facts, when getting samples of a 
‘multi-colour’ product it is imperative to get more than one block 
(a minimum of three is recommended for the fi nal decision maker).
Such colour mixing has more variations when the paving block colour has 
three pigments randomly placed in it.

Colours can also appear differently if blocks have been tumbled – such 
as Aura or Alpha – which give an aged appearance but also affect colour 
apperance.


